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SUBJECT: NEW FOREIGN MINISTER NAMED 

BEGIN SUMMARY. PONMIN PERDOMO WAS DISMISSED ON JULY 2 AND 
COLONEL ROBERTO PALMA GALVEZ WAS NAMED IN HIS PLACE. PERDOMO 
HAD BEEN THE TARGET OP INCREASING CRITICISM LATELY BECAUSE OP 
WHAT WAS VIEWED AS HIS "WEAK DEPENSE" OF HONDURAS' NATIONAL 
INTERESTS. PALMA'S APPOINTMENT SIGNALS THE VIRTUAL "FREEZE" 

OP MEANINGPUL NEGOTIATIONS WITH EL SALVADOR POR THE IMMEDIATE 
PUTURE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PONMIN PERDOMO WAS DISMISSED ON JULY 2 AND COLONEL 
ROBERTO PALMA GALVEZ WAS NAMED AS HIS REPLACEMENT. COLONEL 
GALVEZ HAS RESIDED IN GUATEMALA SINCE 1964, FIRST AS CHIEF 

OF THE HON- 
DURAN DELEGATION TO THE CENTRAL AMERICAN DEFENSE 
COUNCIL AND, ALTER THE 1969 WAR, AS THE HONDURAN OBSERVER 
TO THE ORGANIZATION (SEPTEL CONTAINS BIO INFORMATION). 

2. THE NEW FONMIN HAD A LONG DISCUSSION WITH CHIEF OF STATE 
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MELGAR ON JULY 2 PRIOR TO HIS WEEKEND FLIGHT TO GUATEMALA 
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TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS EOR HIS RETURN TO TEGUCIGALPA, POSSIBLY 
THE WEEK OF JULY 12. IN AN IMPROMPTU PRESS CONFERENCE AT 
THE AIRPORT, PALMA SAID THAT HIS NOMINATION DID NOT SIGNAL 
ANY NEW ROUND OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH EL SALVADOR BECAUSE 
"FOREIGN POLICY CONTINUITY IS AN ATTRIBUTE OF THE CHIEF OF 
STATE." HE ADDED THAT HE WAS AWARE OF THE PERDOMO-BORGONOVO 
TALKS BUT IS NOT INTIMATELY ACQUAINTED WITH THEIR CONTENT. 

HE POINTED OUT THAT HE WAS A PARTICIPANT IN THE HONDURAS/ 

EL SALVADOR TALKS IN MEXICO DURING 1973 WHEN CESAR BATRES 
WAS FOREIGN MINISTER. 

3. COMMENT. PERDOMO WAS WELL AWARE OF THE CONSTANT CRITICISM 
BEING LEVELED AGAINST HIM WITHIN THE SUPERIOR DEFENSE COUNCIL 
(SDC) AND BY INFLUENTIAL HONDURANS. HE HAD NO SUPPORT FROM 
FUNCTIONARIES WITHIN THE MINISTRY AND WAS BEING CONTINUALLY 
CRITICIZED BY THEM IN THEIR CONVERSATIONS WITH FOREIGN 
DIPLOMATS, INFLUENTIAL HONDURAN CIVILIANS AND WITH MEMBERS 
OF THE SDC. FURTHERMORE, EX-FONMIN AND PRESENT PRESIDENTIAL 
ADVISER, CESAR BATRES, PUBLICLY EXPRESSED HIS DISAGREEMENT 
WITH THE MANNER IN WHICH PERDOMO WAS HANDLING THE NEGOTIATIONS. 
EX-PRESIDENT RAMON ERNESTO CRUZ AND EX-FONMINS SUCH AS JORGE 
FIDEL DURON HAD ALSO PUBLICLY QUESTIONED PERDOMO'S POLICIES. 

THIS SITUATION, COMBINED WITH CONSTANT MEDIA CRITICISMS, 
UNDOUBTEDLY CONCERNED MEMBERS OF THE SDC. IN ADDITION, MANY 
SDC MEMBERS WERE THEMSELVES IN DISAGREEMENT WITH WHAT THEY 
SAW AS PERDOMO'S "WEAK DEFENSE" OF HONDURAS'S "LEGITIMATE 
INTERESTS." AS A RESULT, PERDOMO'S POSITION BECAME PROGRESSIVELY 
WEAKER; FURTHERMORE, THE SDC REFUSED TO HEAR HIM DEFEND HIS 
POLICIES WHEN HE ASKED TO APPEAR BEFORE THE GROUP. THE SDC, 
THEREFORE, DECIDED TO REMOVE PERDOMO AND REPLACE HIM WITH 
COLONEL PALMA, CLEARLY IN THE BELIEF THAT PALMA WILL NOT TRY 
TO MOVE AHEAD OF THE SDC IN INITIATING NEGOTIATIONS. LT. 

COLONEL CESAR ELVIR SIERRA, ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF, TOLD POLOFF 
AT JULY 4 RECEPTION THAT PALMA HAD BEEN NAMED AS A RESULT OF 
THE SDC'S DISCONTENT OVER PERDOMO'S PERFORMANCE. IT IS 
PROBABLE THAT PALMA'S APPOINTMENT SIGNALS THE VIRTUAL "FREEZE" 

OF MEANINGFUL NEGOTIATIONS WITH EL SALVADOR FOR THE 
IMMEDIATE FUTURE. THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT THERE WILL BE 
NO TALKS, ONLY THAT THE SDC AND MET .GAR WILL IMPOSE POLICY 
GUIDELINES ON PALMA THAT WILL NOT PERMIT HIM MUCH FLEXIBILITY 
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IN NEGOTIATIONS. END COMMENT. 

SANCHEZ 
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